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Specific Objectives 

ÅTo determine whether the use of statins, b-
blockers, or ACE inhibitors is associated with 
slower AAA enlargement.  

 

ÅTo identify the best model for AAA enlargement  
to improve understanding and prediction 
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Outcomes 

AAA enlargement is our 1° outcome 
measure because it  

Årepresents disease progression 

Åis strongly associated with rupture 

Åis the main determinant of AAA repair and 
the only one potentially modifiable by drugs  

Åwas 1° outcome of all trials of medical 
therapy to date  
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Algorithm for finding AAA measurements 

Å1995-2009 radiology reports at Mpls, W LA, Seattle VAôs 

ÅCPT codes indicating abdominal CT or US 

ÅPlus: no CPT code + procedure name containing óabdomô + 
CT or ultrasound (to capture CT of abd & pelvis) 

ÅInclude procedure if report contains:  

a) ñAAAò or ñaneuò or  

b) ñaortò if within 60 characters of ñmmò, ñcmò, ñmillimetersò, or 
ñcentimetersò, and does not contain ñvelocitò 

ÅOn any pt who met a or b, also include:  

ÅAny abd CT/US from Mpls, W LA, Seattle 

ÅAny abd CT/US that met a or b from any VA  


